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                                                 TERUMAH 

February 16-17, 2018                                                                              2 Adar, 5778 

                            EREV SHABBAT                             
 
Candle Lighting                     5:14 PM 
 
Mincha                                 5:19 PM 
                             SHABBAT 
Shacharit                             7:45 AM, 8:45 AM 
 
Latest Kriat Shema               9:28 AM 
 
Torah: Shmot 25:1             Artscroll Page 444 
                     
Haftorah: for Terumah      Artscroll Page 1157 
 
                            Afternoon 
Talmud Class                         4:10 PM 
                                
Mincha                                  5:10 PM 
 
Shalosh Seudot Speaker: Rabbi Shimon Taub                            
                              
Maariv                                   6:16 PM                          
 
Shabbat ends:                        6:21 PM 
 

                      WEEKDAY 
 
Sunday           6:45 & 8:00 AM                                      
Monday          6:45 & 8:00 AM President’s Day    
Tuesday         6:45 & 8:00 AM                                
Wednesday    6:45 & 8:00 AM   
Thursday       6:35 & 8:00 AM                                              
Friday           6:45 & 8:00 AM  
 
Candle Lighting next Friday      5:22 PM 
 
Mincha Next Friday                  5:27 PM  
 
Mishnayot Class:  15 minutes before                     
                            1st Minyan Monday – Friday 
 
Daf Yomi 7:20 am Sunday – Friday 
 
Daily Mincha this week:           5:20 PM 
 
Maariv following immediately 
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        Norman Rosenblum, President                            Sherine Levine, Sisterhood President 
Kenneth Auman,Rabbi, rabbi.k.auman@gmail.com 

Howard Stern, Gabbai,Ezrame@aol.com 

Arye Stein, Weekday Gabbai 

            (718 377-4400) Website: www.yiflatbush.org, email:yiflatbush@gmail.com 

 

Sponsor a 

Shiur in 

honor of a 

loved one. 

         THE YIF EDUCATION PROGRAM—5778 
 

The Shiurei HaShanah for 5778 are 
sponsored by              

Dr. Beverly Lipschitz 
In Memory of her Parents 

Sylvia Lipschitz a”h 
(Shulamis bat Harav Yehoshua Hessel) 

and 
Jack Lipschitz a”h 

(Yaakov Yitzchak ben Harav Meyer) 
And her brother 

Herbert A. Lipschitz a”h 
(Tzvi Aba ben Yaakov Yitzchak) 

 
Great Controversies in Jewish History 

 
Each week we will study a different 
event or issue that created a major 
division in the Jewish Nation. 

 
The classes will meet at 10:00 AM in the 
Beth Hamedrash 
 
          Open to both men and women. 
 
Monday, February 12, 2018 
President’s Day – No Session 
 

           KIDDUSH /SHALOSH SEUDOT FUND 
 
Mrs. Robin Bodner for her mother 
Mr. Martin Flank for his father 
Mrs. Adele Harris for her mother 
Dr. Warren Klein for his mother 
                 In recognition 
Mr. Josh Greenberger in honor of Shabbat 
 
 

******************************* 
          Kriyat HaTorah for Sefer Shmot 
                      Sponsored by  
               Erica and Perry Galler 
             In honor of their mother 
                   Adeline Galler  
                           and 
        In memory of Loved Ones  A”H 
 
          ************************* 

Anyone who wishes to speak at Shalosh Seudot 
please contact Arye Stein, 718-435-2145, or call the 
office. 

 

                                                           DEADLINE FEBRUARY 21 
Our Zayin Adar Seudah, paying tribute to the women and men of our Chevra Kadisha, will take 
place in our auditorium, Motzaei Shabbat, February 24th , at 8:15.  
 
Siyyum: dedicated by Michael Schreiber in memory of his mother,                                          
Chaya bas Tuvia Schreiber a"h.            
 Guest speaker: Rabbi Shea Horovitz   
 
Sponsorship (includes one reservation)= $50 
Reservation per person= $50 non-members       $36 shul members 
Please call office or email yiflatbush@gmail.com  
 

ALL OCCASION CARDS ARE AVAILABLE THRU 
YIF 
 For purchases or more information please 
contact: Sylvia Hoffman at 718-252-6270. 
 

No Haftorah class before Shacharit this week.  

Hopefully we will resume next Shabbat. 

 

MAZEL TOV to SHIRLEY and SHIMI STORCH on the Bar 
Mitzvah of their grandson MOSHE YEHUDA STORCH, 
and to the entire family of RABBI ELLY and YAFA 
STORCH of Woodmere, New York. 
 

 

                          UPDATED WEBSITE 
Please visit our newly designed website 

yiflatbush.org. 

                          Shmurah Matzah 
 
 Now that we’ve caught your attention-  you 
have received email or mail for your Shaloach 
Manot orders. Place your orders now on 
the Happy Purim website. Follow the 
directions on the website or bring the form 
along with your payment to the office. and 
remember that in another month it will be 
time to order Matzah Shmurah. 
 
 Need help? Send an email to Barbara Mazor 

at yif.purim@gmail.com  or call                           

347-512-0761   

 Deadline is February 23, 2018.  All payments 

must be received by March 6, 2018 

 



The Theory of Conservation of Holiness 

by Rabbi Ari Kahn 

  

As the Book of Bamidbar begins, the Israelites have 
been encamped at the foot of Sinai for over a year, and 
we begin to sense a stirring that will soon become 
forward movement: First, instructions are given for 
conducting a census, followed by demarcation of 
marching formations and tribal flags. The mass of 
people who took leave of Egypt is organized according 
to tribal affiliation, and the tribes are grouped into 
mahanot (camps) as they begin preparations for the 
second part of their march, from Sinai to the Promised 
Land. One tribe, however, is not included in any of 
these preparatory steps: the Levites are neither 
counted in the census nor included in the marching 
formation. The Levites, unique among the tribes, have 
no flag or standard around which they gather. They are 
a tribe with a singular mandate, designated to serve in 
the Mishkan; they belong to God. 

This had not always been the case; until a certain point 
in time, the tribe of Levi had been like any of the other 
tribes, equal in every way to the other eleven. 
Moreover, the unique designation of dedicated service 
to God had not previously been the purview of any one 
tribe. Originally, the firstborn of each and every 
Israelite family was dedicated to Divine service. What 
happened? Why were the firstborn displaced and 
replaced by the Levites? The Torah does not provide a 
clear answer:    God spoke to Moshe, saying: I have 
separated the Levites from the children of Israel, so 
that they may take the place of all the firstborn among 
the Israelites, and the Levites shall be Mine. This is 
because every firstborn became Mine on the day I killed 
all the firstborn in Egypt. I then sanctified to Myself 
every firstborn in Israel, man and beast alike, [and] 
they shall remain Mine. I am God. (Bamidbar 3:11-13) 

This passage explains how and why the firstborn were 
initially sanctified with a special holiness: On the night 
all the firstborn were killed in Egypt, the firstborn of 
the Israelites were spared. Apparently, this was neither 
arbitrary nor without repercussions: The Israelite 
firstborn were saved for a purpose, to serve God in the 
Temple, and because they were saved they were 
granted a higher status of holiness. Why was this 
holiness forfeited? When were the firstborn replaced by 
the Levites?On two different occasions, the firstborn 
sons were given the opportunity to carry out their 

unique role. These two occasions were An  
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 The Mishkan: Hashem’s Self-Sacrifice 
By Rabbi Yitzchok Adlerstein 
 
 

“Take לי/ for me an offering.” This is what is meant by “A good teaching/taking I have given you. Do not 
forsake my Torah.” Ordinarily, when a person acquires some article, does he take possession of the owner 
as well? Yet HKBH says, “It is Me, as it were, that you are taking.” 
To believe in Hashem properly means banishing anything physical in our understanding of Him. It means 
ridding ourselves of any notion that He shares any properties with the natural world around us. In the fuller 
development of emunah, we come to understand that we comprehend nothing about Him at all, and that He 
can therefore not be “seen” or apprehended through any of our senses – and therefore not describable 
through any language of sensation. 
The Bnei Yisrael struggled with this in their early days. In Egypt, divinity was joined at the hip with physical 
images and icons. Moshe faced an uphill battle as he tried to quickly wean the people away from such 
beliefs, to substitute a refined and profound notion of Hashem for the commonplace one. (This might well 
have been one of the functions of the Clouds of Glory that constantly accompanied the Bnei Yisrael in their 
journey from Egypt. They reminded the people that G-d would not and could not be clearly “seen.” Man’s 
apprehension of Him would of necessity be hazy and murky.) 
After seven weeks of trying, Moshe’s job was far from completed. As the people waited to receive the 
Torah, “The people stood from afar, and Moshe approached the thick cloud, where G-d was.”[4] That is, 
the people were still quite distant from an accurate appreciation of Divinity. Moshe alone more fully 
understood the implications of finding Hashem precisely from within the thick cloud of His obscurity. 
The backdrop of Sinai, then, was a people who had emerged from a theological swamp just weeks before, 
and had not yet left behind the influence of the conceptions of their previous neighbors. The ancient pagans 
turned lots of things into gods – natural forces, as well as people of distinction. No one could have been a 
better candidate for such (mis)treatment than Moshe, at least not after the events surrounding matan 
Torah. 
The people were primed for theological missteps by Moshe’s forty-day mission of receiving the Torah from 
Hashem on the mountain. The people saw him ascend, without food or drink. This jumped started a return 
to an old theological fallacy. They said, “This man Moshe who brought us up from the land of Egypt.”[5] 
Moshe was a “man,” a mortal of flesh and blood, and yet he acted with divine power! He was human and 
divine at the same time! The limited and the limitless can coexist within the same being, they reasoned. 
Belief in the corporeality of G-d had returned. 
The mitzvah of building the Mishkan provided a similar obstacle to the development of proper belief in G-
d’s true nature. Implying that Hashem’s Presence could be contained in place and time gave a boost to 
those who still held on to the belief that G-d could have physical properties. 
Why did Hashem command the construction of a mikdosh, since it could lead to dangerous errors about the 
nature of G-d? Because the gain outweighed the loss. The beis hamikdosh would play a role so vital to the 
cause of the practical observance of mitzvos, that the negative consequences would just have to be 
absorbed. The beis hamikdosh was the quintessential vehicle for blessing the community with internal 
peace and tranquility. People of all backgrounds looked to it as the central motif of the country, uniting 
everyone, and adding prestige to the House of Dovid. In effect, Hashem compromised on His own honor in 
order to maximize the practical performance of His people. 
This is the key idea behind the words of Chazal with which we opened. “A good teaching/taking I have given 
you” For you, the people, it is entirely good, even though it damages My standing. People will become 
confused by the implication that I can be joined to physical space. “Do not forsake my Torah.” I will 
willingly sustain the damage to the way people regard Me if it will help you stay loyal and committed to My 
Torah. “Ordinarily, when a person acquires some article, does he take possession of the owner as well?” 
Does the owner sell himself short? Does he give up his own honor in the transaction? “Yet HKBH says, ‘It is 
Me, as it were, that you are taking.’” Indeed, I am paying a price in order to facilitate the Torah observance 
of the people. Let My honor be lessened as some of the people lean towards a more primitive and 
inaccurate way of understanding my uniqueness. It is worth it if they will more readily throw themselves 
into the practical observance of My precepts. 

 

 “Take לי/ for me an offering.” The sense of Chazal is therefore not as many have understood it. They are 

not doubling down on the word לי, treating it as if it meant “me,” rather than “for me.” Rather, they are 
commenting on the very nature of a mitzvah that would be so easily misunderstood by many. Creating a 
space to house the Shechinah, as it were, would lead some of them back to corporeal notions of G-d, rather 
than forward to deeper and more exalted conceptions. 
Hashem’s willingness to forgo His own honor in order to help us with our kiyum ha-mitzvos is a wonderful 
reminder to us of His love for His people. 

 

RECIPE 

This is a very classy fish dish, perfect as a Shabbat appetizer. 
Those wary of raw fish should know that tartare uses cold 
cooking, a method that cooks with acidic juice rather than 
heat. Remember to send your favorite recipes to 
leahlieb@aol.com. 

Asian Tuna Tartare (contributed by Benjamin Telushkin) 
Cooking time: 90 minutes 
Serves 4 
Ingredients: 
1 pound of Sushi-Grade Ahi Tuna 
5 limes 
1/4 piece of fresh Ginger root 
4 Scallions 
4 Tablespoons of Soy sauce 
2 teaspoons black pepper 
1/4 cup sesame seeds 
1/4 cup toasted sesame seed oil 
2 avocados 
1 kirby cucumber 
1/4 cup Salmon caviar (also sold as Salmon roe) 
4 0z (1/4 medium bag) of Pita Chips  
 
First cut the Tuna's height into three thin steaks. Thinly slice 
each one vertically. Then hold 4 or 5 slices at a time before 
slicing them horizontally. There should now be small pieces of 
Tuna approximately the size of jellybeans. Place in a medium 
size bowl. 

Zest 4 of the 5 limes into the bowl. Grate the fresh ginger root 
directly into the bowl. Dice the scallions into small pieces, 
including the green tops. Add to bowl. Add the sesame seeds. 

Then cut the limes in half and squeeze their juice into a small 
bowl. Spoon out all the seeds. Add the soy sauce, black pepper, 
toasted sesame seed oil. Mix and add to the tartare mixture. 
Mix together very well and place in your refrigerator, ideally 
for one hour. If you need to, you can prepare it a maximum of 
5 hours before serving. When served, the tuna pieces should be 
grey from the citrus cooking, while keeping its soft texture. If 
left too long in citrus, tuna can have a stringy texture. 

For the plating vegetables, slice the 5th lime into thin circular 
slices. Peel the cucumber lengthwise and slice across thinly, 
ideally with a mandolin. Cut avocados in half, remove pit and 
with a spoon scoop the fruit out of its skin and slice lengthwise. 
Slice avocados just before plating to prevent browning. 

To plate, mold tuna into any shape using a fun cookie cutter 
you've been waiting to use (preferably 3 inches high). Carefully 
lift. Place 4 cucumber slices around the tartare to face all 
directions. Balance 4 slices of avocado next to each other on 
one side of the tartar. Place one lime slice on top of the 
tartare. In the lime's center, dollop the Salmon caviar. Finish 
by topping the tartare with  4 Pita chips. Place by wedging 
around the tartare's edges, making sure the triangular corners 
point in every direction. 

BITS of INFO 
Synopsis of Current Events Gleaned From Various News Sources 

Submitted and Edited by Sherine Levine 
 

 Speaking Wednesday at a United Nations Security Council  
briefing on Syria, the US Ambassador to the UN, Nikki Haley, 
called last Saturday’s incursion by an Iranian drone into Israeli 
airspace “a wake-up call for all of us.” She noted that the 
incursion suggested that “Iran and Hezbollah are making plans 
to stay in Syria.” She added, “Israel rightly took action to 
defend itself. The United States will always stand by our ally 
when confronted with provocations from Iran, Hezbollah, or 
the Assad regime.”She also faulted Russia for not preventing 
violence in the agreed-upon de-escalation zones in Syria, 
noting “Russia was supposed to guarantee adherence to these 
zones to help the political process. But then again, Russia was 
also supposed to guarantee that all chemical weapons would 
be removed from Syria.” [theisraelproject.org] 
 
 Israel Minister of Culture, Miri Regev, became the latest 

dignitary to sign a petition to raise the Israeli flag over the 
Temple Mount. Stated Regev:  “We will raise the flag on the 
Temple Mount 50 years after the unification of Jerusalem. We 
must change this absurdity. We are calling to express our 
sovereignty on the Temple Mount and allow freedom of 
religious practice for all religions which will bring safety and 
security to all those visiting the site.” [BreakingIsraelNews] 
 
 Most of the ten competitors representing Israel in the 2018 

Olympic Games in Korea  hail from other countries and despite 
performing under the Israel flag, get the bulk of their training 
elsewhere. Gili Lustig of Israel’s Olympic Committee stated: 
“It is personally very important to me that our delegation will 
include as many local Israelis as possible; but for that to 
happen, we need to give them proper conditions. We can’t 
demand something like this when we can’t provide the 
conditions they require.” He further noted: “At this stage, our 
top winter athletes have to train in high quality centers 
abroad. But there are plans to build an Olympic rink in Holon 
and once that happens we will be able to make Israel the 
center of activity. We are aware that some of our 
representatives are not exactly involved in Israeli life, but 
once we have the facilities, one of our goals is to change 
that.” [Canadian Jewish News] 

 The world’s largest beer company has acquired Tel Aviv’s 
Weissbeerger for millions of dollars. Belgium-based Anheuser-
Busch bought the Israeli beer startup and is expected to 
transform Weissbeerger’s offices into its R&D center in Israel. 
Weissbeerger’s “smart taps” can measure consumer drinking 
behavior in real time and can tell a bar owner how much beer 
is being consumed, at what times, and which brands are the 
most popular. It can also compare how much beer flows 
through the tap with the amount of money collected, reducing 
waste and minimizing the “freebies” given by bartenders to 
their friends. [theisraelproject.org via Israel 21c] 


