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                        PARSHAT VAYAKHEL-PIKUDE-PARSHAT PARAH 
 
                            Eric Stern and choir will be davening for us next weekend on 
                                 Shabbat Rosh Chodesh Nisan/Parshat HaChodesh 

 

March 9-10, 2018                                                                                         23 Adar, 5778 

                            EREV SHABBAT                           
Candle Lighting                         5:38 PM 
 
Mincha                                      5:43 PM 
                             SHABBAT 
Shacharit                                  7:45 AM, 8:45 AM 
 
Latest Kriat Shema                     9:10 AM 
 
Torah: Shmot 35:01                    Artscroll 516 
 
 Maftir: Bamidbar 19:1               Artscroll 838    
              
Haftorah: for Parah                    Artscroll 1216 
 
                            Afternoon 
Talmud Class                         4:35 PM 
                                
Mincha                                  5:35 PM 
 
Shalosh Seudot Speaker:   Barbara Mazor                              
                              
Maariv                                   6:40 PM                          
 
Shabbat ends:                        6:45 PM 
 

                      WEEKDAY 
 
Sunday           6:45 & 8:00 AM                                      
Monday          6:35 & 8:00 AM     
Tuesday         6:45 & 8:00 AM                                
Wednesday     6:45 & 8:00 AM   
Thursday        6:35 & 8:00 AM                                              
Friday            6:45 & 8:00 AM  
 
Candle Lighting next Friday      6:46 PM 
 
Mincha Next Friday                  6:51 PM  
 
Mishnayot Class:  15 minutes before                     
                            1st Minyan Monday – Friday 
 
Daf Yomi 7:20 am Sunday – Friday 
 
Daily Mincha this week:           6:45 PM 
 
Maariv immediately following Mincha 
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        Norman Rosenblum, President                            Sherine Levine, Sisterhood President 
Kenneth Auman,Rabbi, rabbi.k.auman@gmail.com 

Howard Stern, Gabbai,Ezrame@aol.com 

Arye Stein, Weekday Gabbai 

            (718 377-4400) Website: www.yiflatbush.org, email:yiflatbush@gmail.com 

 

Sponsor a 

Shiur in 

honor of a 

loved one. 

         THE YIF EDUCATION PROGRAM—5778 
 

The Shiurei HaShanah for 5778 are 
sponsored by              

Dr. Beverly Lipschitz 
In Memory of her Parents 

Sylvia Lipschitz a”h 
(Shulamis bat Harav Yehoshua Hessel) 

and 
Jack Lipschitz a”h 

(Yaakov Yitzchak ben Harav Meyer) 
And her brother 

Herbert A. Lipschitz a”h 
(Tzvi Aba ben Yaakov Yitzchak) 

 
Great Controversies in Jewish History 

 
Each week we will study a different event 
or issue that created a major division in the 
Jewish Nation. 

 
The classes will meet at 10:00 AM in the 
Beth Hamedrash 
 
          Open to both men and women. 
 
Classes will resume after Pessach. 

 

           KIDDUSH /SHALOSH SEUDOT FUND 
 
Mr. Bernard Braverman for his mother 
Mrs. Ola Farkas for her father 
Mrs. Rowena Flank for her father 
Mrs. Rena Goldstein for her father 
Mrs. Adele Harris for her brother 
Mr. Mel Levine for his father 
Mr. Edward Merling for his father 
Mrs. Judy Rosenblum for her father 
Mrs. Barbara Schussler for her mother 
Mr. Mendy Sokol for his father 
Mr. Moshe Sorscher for his mother 
Mr. Martin Tapper for his uncle 
Mrs. Rita Weiss for her father 

 

******************************* 
          Kriyat HaTorah for Sefer Shmot 
                      Sponsored by  
               Erica and Perry Galler 
             In honor of their mother 
                   Adeline Galler  
                           and 
        In memory of Loved Ones  A”H 
 

          ************************* 

Remember to place your orders for Shmura Matza 
no later than March 20, 2:30PM. 

                  RESERVE THE EVENING OF TUESDAY, JUNE 19, 2018       
                                  FOR OUR  96TH ANNIVERSARY      
 We will be celebrating our anniversary as well as the 70th anniversary of the     

State of Israel with a special program that evening.  Details to follow. 

Shurei Hayom, 25 Adar, March 12, 2018 are 
being sponsored by Edward Merling in 
memory of his father  

Samuel Merling,                         
Yeshayahu ben Nachman  A”H 

 

Join us prior to Shacharit at 8:35 AM in the main 

shul Shabbat morning for a short shiur on the 

Haftorah of the week. 

                          UPDATED WEBSITE 
Please visit our newly designed website 

yiflatbush.org. 

 Remember to support the Young Israel of 
Flatbush with any Amazon.com purchase.   
Just click on to: 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/11-1667836 
make your purchase,and Amazon will donate 

0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile 

purchases to the shul. 

ALL OCCASION CARDS ARE AVAILABLE THRU     
THE YOUNG ISRAEL- 
 For purchases or more information please 
contact: Sylvia Hoffman at 718-252-6270. 
 

Please: 
1.  do not remove the tissue boxes by the mechitza or 
by the window sills. Take what you need but do not 
take the box. 
2. When leaving shul place your siddurim and 
chumashim by the  aisle end of your row.  Place any 
refuse in the garbage cans . 

 

          Appeals Committee Announcement  
 
We recently held our annual Ma’ot Chitim appeal for 
the Jacob Krumbein Memorial Welfare Fund. If you 
have not yet done so, and whether or not you 
pledged, please send your check (payable to Young 
Israel of Flatbush Welfare Fund) to the shul office, 
or go online to pay by credit card, as soon as 
possible. Reminder:  Daylight Savings Time is this 

Sunday morning at 1:00 AM.  Remember to 
move your clocks forward one hour. 



The Theory of Conservation of Holiness 

by Rabbi Ari Kahn 

  

As the Book of Bamidbar begins, the Israelites have 
been encamped at the foot of Sinai for over a year, and 
we begin to sense a stirring that will soon become 
forward movement: First, instructions are given for 
conducting a census, followed by demarcation of 
marching formations and tribal flags. The mass of 
people who took leave of Egypt is organized according 
to tribal affiliation, and the tribes are grouped into 
mahanot (camps) as they begin preparations for the 
second part of their march, from Sinai to the Promised 
Land. One tribe, however, is not included in any of 
these preparatory steps: the Levites are neither 
counted in the census nor included in the marching 
formation. The Levites, unique among the tribes, have 
no flag or standard around which they gather. They are 
a tribe with a singular mandate, designated to serve in 
the Mishkan; they belong to God. 

This had not always been the case; until a certain point 
in time, the tribe of Levi had been like any of the other 
tribes, equal in every way to the other eleven. 
Moreover, the unique designation of dedicated service 
to God had not previously been the purview of any one 
tribe. Originally, the firstborn of each and every 
Israelite family was dedicated to Divine service. What 
happened? Why were the firstborn displaced and 
replaced by the Levites? The Torah does not provide a 
clear answer:    God spoke to Moshe, saying: I have 
separated the Levites from the children of Israel, so 
that they may take the place of all the firstborn among 
the Israelites, and the Levites shall be Mine. This is 
because every firstborn became Mine on the day I killed 
all the firstborn in Egypt. I then sanctified to Myself 
every firstborn in Israel, man and beast alike, [and] 
they shall remain Mine. I am God. (Bamidbar 3:11-13) 

This passage explains how and why the firstborn were 
initially sanctified with a special holiness: On the night 
all the firstborn were killed in Egypt, the firstborn of 
the Israelites were spared. Apparently, this was neither 
arbitrary nor without repercussions: The Israelite 
firstborn were saved for a purpose, to serve God in the 
Temple, and because they were saved they were 
granted a higher status of holiness. Why was this 
holiness forfeited? When were the firstborn replaced by 
the Levites?On two different occasions, the firstborn 
sons were given the opportunity to carry out their 

unique role. These two occasions were An  

 

 

The Value of the Tabernacle  
by Rabbi Yehonasan Gefen  
 
"These are the reckonings of the Tabernacle, the Tabernacle of Testimony, which was reckoned at Moses's 
bidding. The labor of the Levites was under the authority of Issamar, son of Aaron the Kohen. Betzalel, son of 
Uri, son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah, did everything that HaShem commanded Moses." (1) 
The Portion begins with a brief description of the Mishkan (Tabernacle) and the people who were involved in 
its construction and service. The Seforno writes that the Torah is teaching us a significant point with this 
introduction. The Mishkan and its accessories were never destroyed, captured or desecrated. In contrast, 
both the Temples were subject to desecration and destruction. The Seforno explains that the first two verses 
in the Portion are giving four reasons behind the elevated nature of the Mishkan. The first is in the words; 
"'the Tabernacle of Testimony". This, the Seforno explains refers to the two Tablets that Moshe received on 
Mount Sinai.(2) These are indicative of the incredible spirituality that dwelt in the Tabernacle. The verse 
continues; "which was reckoned at Moshe's bidding." Since Moses arranged the building of the Mishkan, it 
benefitted from his personal majesty. The third aspect contributing to the holiness of the Mishkan was that, 
"the labor of the Levites was under the authority of Itamar". Itamar was also a man of great stature. And 
finally, the second verse informs us that Betzalel, also a great man, with great lineage, built the Mishkan. 
The Seforno then contrasts this with the people involved in the building of the Temples. The first Temple was 
arranged by the righteous King Solomon, however, the workers were non-Jews from Tsur. Since the Temple 
was not built by righteous people, it was subject to corrosion and therefore needed to be maintained, unlike 
the Tabernacle. Moreover, because of its lower level of holiness it did ultimately fall into the hands of our 
enemies and was destroyed. The second Temple was of an even lower level of holiness; the Tablets were not 
there, and it was arranged by Cyrus, the Persian King. Accordingly, it too fell foul of our enemies and was 
destroyed. 
 
Three verses later, the Torah tells us the total value of all the jewelry that was given for the building of the 
Tabernacle. The Seforno on this verse, continuing in his theme from the earlier verses, notes that the total 
material value of the Tabernacle was far less than that of both Temples, both of which were incredibly 
beautiful and expensive buildings. And yet, unlike the Temples, the humble Tabernacle continually had the 
Divine Presence within it. The Seforno concludes that this teaches us that the holiness of a building is not 
defined by its material value and beauty, rather by the spiritual level of the people who were involved it its 
construction.(3) In a similar vein, the explanation of the Seforno teaches us that the Torah outlook attributes 
true value towards physical objects or buildings in a very different way to that of the secular outlook. In the 
secular world, the external beauty or material value of the item define its 'value'. In contrast, the Torah pays 
little heed to the external qualities rather the internal spirituality that was invested into the item 
determines its true value. Thus, the Tabernacle may have been far less physically impressive than the two 
Temples but its true value was far greater because of the intentions of the people who made it. 
This concept is demonstrated by an interesting incident with regard to the Tabernacle that is described in 
Terumah and Vayakhel. God instructs Moses to tell the people to bring the raw materials necessary in order 
to build the Mishkan. "This is the portion that you shall take from them: gold, silver, and copper; and 
turquoise, purple and scarlet wool; linen and goat hair; red-dyed ram skins; tachash skins, acacia wood; oil 
for illumination, spices for the anointment oil and the aromatic incense; shoham stones and stones for the 
settings, for the Ephod and Breastplate." (4) 
The Ohr HaChaim HaKadosh points out that the order of the materials mentioned is difficult to understand; 
the shoham stones and the 'stones of the settings' are the most valuable of all the items in the list, therefore 
logically they should have been mentioned first. He offers an answer based on the Gemara that informs us 
how the people attained the shoham stones. The Gemara says that a great miracle occurred and shoham 
stones came down along with the manna.(5) The Nesi'im (Princes) then donated these precious stones to the 
Mishkan. One may think that the supernatural manner in which the stones came down would only add to their 
inherent material value. However, the Ohr HaChaim writes the exact opposite; since the stones came 
without any effort or financial loss, they are placed at the end of the list of items donated to the Mishkan . 

 

RECIPE 

Now that Purim is over it’s time to 
think about preparing for Pesach.  
Cooking meat or chicken low and slow 
will result in tender, juicy, fall off the 
bone meat. This is an easy and 
delicious recipe that can be a delicious 
addition to your seder or any yom tov 
meal.  Please remember to send your 
favorite recipes to leahlieb@aol.com.  

Caramelized Onion Chicken  (Joy of 
Cooking.Com/Shifra Klein ) 

Ingredients: 
Chicken cut into four or eight pieces 

4 Spanish onions 

⅔ cup of honey 

3 sprigs of thyme 

Preheat oven to 350°F. 

Cut onion in thin slices and place in 
large baking pan.  Place thyme sprigs 
over onions. 

Clean chickens by running under cold 
water, trimming fat with kitchen 
scissors, and drying with a paper 
towel. 

Place chicken in baking pan. Drizzle 
honey on top of chicken.  Cover tightly 
with foil and bake for 2½ hours at 
350°F. 

 

BITS of INFO 

Synopsis of Current Events Gleaned From Various News Sources 

Submitted and Edited by Sherine Levine 

 Former Argentine President Cristina Fernandez de Kirchner 
will go to trial over accusation she covered up the alleged 
involvement of senior Iranian officials in the 1994 bombing of a 
Buenos Aires Jewish center. Eleven other former government 
officials also will be tried on charges involving the cover-up 
and abuse of power. The attack on the center killed 85 and 
left hundreds wounded. Iran has denied any involvement. The 
prosecutor charged with investigating Iran’s alleged role in the 
bombing, Alberto Nisman, was found shot to death in his 
apartment in January 2015, the day before he was scheduled 
to present his allegations to the Argentine Congress. His 
shooting has been ruled a homicide after initially being called 
a suicide. [info@jpupdates.com] 

 Chicago lawmaker, Rep. Danny Davis, called Rev. Louis 
Farrakhan “an outstanding human being” during an interview 
in which he praised the Nation of Islam leader, known for 
making anti-Semitic remarks.  This prompted criticism from an 
ADL spokesman who provided him with quotes of Farrakhan 
attacking Jews collected over many years. Despite the 
documentation of Farrakhan’s record, Davis said in a follow-up 
interview, “I have known Farrakhan for years and years and 
every once in a while some writer or somebody will try to think 
of something to say about him. But my world is so much bigger 
than any of that.”  The ADL representative said, “It’is 
unfortunate that the congressman can’t muster up the courage 
to denounce Farrakhan’s blatant anti-Semitism and instead 
chose to praise him.” The Forward reported that J-Street, 
which describes itself as a pro-Israel organization, is endorsing 
Davis for re-election, despite his praise of Farrakhan. [The 
Israel Project] 

 A group of residents wore yellow patches to protest the 
proliferation of Hasidic school buses on the streets of 
Outremont, a borough of Montreal.  The group, led by Ginette 
Chartre, showed up at a March 5 borough council meeting with 
the rectangular patches pinned to their clothing. Despite being 
explained why the badges were offensive, she said they are 
not backing down. When told the patches are reminiscent of 
those that Jews were forced to wear during the Holocaust, she 
insinuated that those who object are disingenuous. “The Jews 
are always bringing up their painful past,” she told the 
Canadian Press. “They do it to muzzle us.” A legal counsel for 
B’nai Brith Canada said the protesters “either have no 
knowledge of history, or they surely realize what a horrendous 
way it is to express an opinion.”  The school buses, which pick 
up and drop off Hasidic children at their homes, rather than at 
designated stops, have been a matter of contention between 
the Hasicic community and some residents who object to the 
congestion, noise and pollution thepresident in 2000. He was 
the first Jewish vice-presidential candidate on a major party 
ticket. [Jewish Breaking News] 
 


